Alderscn, West Virginia, May 1,1974

My Christian Priends,
The Presbyterian Church,
Leesburg, Virginia.

iy dear Erethren:- =
As I look at the date of the feunding of the Lees=
ourg Presbyterian Church, and think ¢f the pioneer days when those
old walls were being builded into a sanctuary te Ged, znd as I read
the rell of the devoted men whe, through many decaies, have been the
leaders of God's people, I realize that the occasion that you are now

celebrating is ene full of solemn beauty for both paster and peoples

The door-steps of that old sanctuary have been worn by the
pilgrim feet of many generations. Brave women and valiant men, togeth-
er with meny vworthy sons and daughters, have constituted the cengregas~’
tions that have worshiped within those sacred walls. Strength, ceourage,
devotien, &=nd leyalty, have marked the people whe were on great busi-
ness for the Almighty King. ¥Noble messengers have preclaimed eternal
truth from that pulpit; sioner: have sat in those pews, and through
feith have becn redeemed by the bleoed of Christj saints leng simce
crowned have there been comferted and blessede Great and rich is the
heritage that hLas now come to those whose lives have been spared te
this present time.

We rejolce that all through the years from the days of the
long age this Ghurch has not been a stagnant peel, bul a Clowing feun~
tain purifying and sweetening the stream ef human life. Let us thank
Ged fer all the hearts that have been helped by the ministry of His
Church, and fer the guiding hand that has led w bthrough these years of
service

llay the geoodly heritage that has fallem te we not only awak-
and, under the good hand of (od,may we more wertlily serve our day amd
generation befere we are called hence.
Let us make the words of the following song the earnest prayer of our
seuls; -
"0 Thou who canst net siumber,
Whese light grows never pale,
Teacih us aright to number
Qur years before they fail.”

It affords me real joy to place on record a memorial te the
work of Cod's faithful witnesses, and that noble army that has gone
marching victeriously onward.

Most sincerely your friend and brother in Christ,

!
PepunyHNo-Lads, .
Dupuy Holladay. "
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