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PARSONSõ POINT OF VIEW 
 

 

Often I try to get in the way of the Holy Spiritðthe free, swirling movement of God that is always ahead of us 

waiting to surprise us with unexpected gifts of grace.  When we, our Mission Team, received news of our site 

placement, I looked at the web page of West Virginia Ministry of Work Camps and Advocacy, our Presbyte-

rian sponsor agency, to see where we would be staying and to compare it to the other sites where we would 

not be staying.  Yes, already the resistance to the Holy Spirit had begun. 
 

I learned that it was the first summer our site, The Freedom Full Gospel Assembly House of Prayer, had par-

ticipated with WVMWCA.  It was not a Presbyterian church and from the online photograph, it did not look 

near as ñniceò as the other lodging alternatives.  It had the fewest showers, Sunday School rooms would be 

our bedrooms, and there were no grassy areas surrounding itðonly a large parking-lot.  And this site was 2 ½ 

hours away from the day-off activity that sounded the most fun---white water rafting! 
 

Knowing that some of the youth were less than enthusiastic about changing mission locations from Hosanna 

Ministries in Pennsylvania to ñwho knows where in West Virginia,ò I felt the pressure to ensure that the place 

of lodging would be as comfortable and kid-friendly as was the very nice Hosanna dormitory. 
 

So, sure enough, I became part of the resistance movement to the Holy Spirit and talked with Joan Stewart, 

the Executive Director, about the possibility of changing locations to a more experienced site and one per-

haps a bit more amenable to a week of overnight lodging.  She would look into it, she said, and I hung up the 

telephone with lingering thoughts about sounding like a ñprissy potò Presbyterian pastor from Northern Vir-

ginia. 
 

In the meantime, the Holy Spirit combated my resistance with a phone call from Laura Herring, the Coordina-

tor of Summer Mission Team, 2010.  She encouraged me to be open to this non-Presbyterian site in Gilbert 

and suggested that God may have in mind something wonderful for us in this unexpected place. 
 

ñOf courseòðleave it to a smart and faithful layperson, to preach the Word to this resistant pastor! 
 

And sure enough, as many of you have heard and will have heard in last Sundayôs presentation during wor-

ship, God surprised us with countless experiences of love, of grace, of whimsy, and of the rarest sort of gen-

erous hospitality from church and community in the coal-mining community of Gilbert, West Virginia.  And the 

lodging?  Large, comfortable, and next door to Shelby who made us  the fluffiest biscuits from scratch Iôve de-

voured since my motherôs.   I am so thankful that the Spiritôs desire to lead was stronger than my need to con-

trol. 
 

I hope I can remember this next time. . . 

      Grace and peace, 

           Debbie  



 

 

LPC Book Club  

 
Book Club will resume in Septem-

ber, and we welcome new and re-

turning members.  We meet at 9:30 

on the second Friday of each 

month in the church lounge.  

Please join us for fellowship and discussion. 

 

Contact Jennifer Marsh with any questions (703-779-

0042) or jmcleanmarsh@hotmail.com. 

 

Our reading list for the first half of the year: 

 

September 10ðSea Glass by Anita Shreve 

October 8ðThe Invisible Bridge by Julie Orringer 

November 12ðThe Postmistress by Sarah Blake 

December 10ðMajor Pettigrewôs Last Stand  

by Helen Simonson 

 

Hope you all enjoy a summer of relaxation and 

reading. 

Deadline for September  Newsletter is August 15 2010 
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Vacation Bible Schoolers were welcomed at the front 

door of LPC by Bud the Elephant early Monday morning 

and were immediately taken to Fellowship Hall where 

they met their friends and teachers. 

 

One hundred three children took part in a lively week 

here at  LPC  being a part of Godõs great get-together 

under the spectacular baobab tree.  The children had 

the opportunity to hear Godõs word, be amazed at Godõs 

wildlife creations and be a part of a supportive commu-

nity.  They learned through Bible study, games, music 

and crafts; and, of course, shared in a morning snack. 

 

Heidi Renner, from LPC,  and Mary Pellicano from St. 

James Episcopal, shared the directorship with 41 sup-

portive parents and friends from both churches. 

 

Thanks to all those from LPC who helped make this a 

successful week:  Wendy Bourloukas, Kim Vigil, Julie 

Koochagian, Stacie Markel, Emma Renner, Cate 

Renner, Krista Spivey, Jennifer Morris, Eliza Caprio, 

Nora Pamboukian, Heather McGuinness, Ashley Jack-

son, Carol Williams, Christopher Caylor, Juli Barnes, 

Trish Fraker, and Tom Chase. 

 

Special artists for all the animals and trees used were 

Sophia Spivey, Fran Wingardner, and Julie Koochagian. 

Pastorõs Vacation Schedule 

 

Rev. Debbie will leave for vacation on 

July 28th to celebrate her 60th birthday 

with friends in Texas.  She will return on 

August 10th.  HAPPY BIRTHDAY, DEBBIE!  

The two Sundays she will be gone will be filled by: 
 

 August 1ñRev. Fred Lyon 

 August 8ñRev. Suzanne Rudiselle 

The Evangelism & Membership Committee  

Cordially Invites You To  

Sunday Lunch Gatherings  

July 25, 2010  

& 

August 22, 2010  

At Wegmans  

 

Enjoy fellowship with your church friends  

in the Fellowship Hall and then at  

11:15 meet the Lunch group  

in the Memorial Lounge to  

drive to Wegmans.  They have a  

large dining room and a varied menu.  



 

 

Fuller Center Bicycle Adventure 

Niagara Falls to New Orleans 
 

They rode 66 miles from Paw Paw, West Virginia using 

the C&O towpath to Point of Rocks and then traveled 

down Route 15 to Leesburg arriving at Leesburg Pres-

byterian Church around 3:30 p.m.  Tired and glad to 

have made their destination, we greeted them with 

smiles, a bike cleaning station and the thought of 

showers at our five-star recreation centerñIda Lee.  

Returning to the church via shuttle cars, their dinner 

awaited and it didnõt take long to say a blessing and 

partake of the meal set out.  Salads, lasagna, bread (of 

which they ordered some delivered the next day while 

on the road to Manassas) fruit, desserts and lots and 

lots of fellowship.  After dinner they strolled through the 

town on its First Friday and enjoyed live music and sev-

eral of the establishments.  Sleep followed with an 

early breakfast set out for them to enjoy.  Devotions 

that included the welcoming of a new rider and the 

farewell to several who would be on their last day of 

their journey with this group began the day.  Pulling out 

of our parking lot headed to Manassas we waved good-

bye.  They arrived as strangers and departed friends.  

God speed and thanks for including us on the journey; 

we are all richer for it. 

 

A big thank you to all who helped with dinner and 

breakfast on Friday and Saturday, July 2 and 3.  The 

group of cyclists were extremely pleased with the hospi-

tality that Leesburg Presbyterian Church extended to 

them.  They said it was the warmest greeting that they 

had received since beginning their adventure at Niag-

ara Falls and the best food so far on their journey.  

Those who contributed food and attended the Friday 

dinner and/or Saturday morning breakfast were John 

and Jane Sawyer, Frank and Sandy Gasperini, David 

and Beth Shockley, Trish Fraker, Loretta Cline,  

Brenda Bengston, Peggy Moats, Pia Hall, Andy Tomp-

kins, Tom Chase and Jane Wallace.  There were a num-

ber of members of the congregation who were unable 

to attend but prepared food for the occasion.  They 

were Lee and Glenna Bingham, Lynne Wright, Mary 

Hunter Leach, and Louise Brown.  The group of young, 

and not so young, cyclists are a prime example of peo-

ple doing for others and those of us here at LPC who 

attended were privileged to have had the opportunity to 

meet them.  We ALL had a great time! 

News from the Session 
 

Members of the Session in 2010 are Jim Barnes 

(Clerk), Stuart Brown, Frank Gasperini, Jason Hovda, 

William Marsh, Donita Petersen, Pam Poisson, Holly 

Rhodes, Chuck Rodgers, John Sawyer, Beth Shockley, 

Kathi Stone and Bill Wingardner.  Rev. Debbie Persons 

serves as Moderator. 

Among actions taken by the Session in June: 

Authorized three weddings to be held at the 

church over the next year. 

Added Calvin, Jackson and Spencer Sweeney to 

roll of baptized members.  Their parents, Doug 

and Jennifer Sweeney, were added to the ac-

tive membership roll after their baptisms. 

Approved the baptism of Avery Morris, daughter 

of Todd and Jennifer Morris. 

 

The Session offered commendations for: 

 

Tom Gurney for his dedication in making im-

provements to the church facility and property; 

Holly Rhodes for her outstanding work with the 

LPC Preschool Board; 

Pat Kropp for organizing the òspeaking in 

tonguesó on Pentecost Sunday and the recent 

visit by Rev. Debbie Chase to discuss her mis-

sion work in Malawi; 

Rebecca Caprio for coordinating an out-

standing year of fellowship events, involving so 

many different people and groups; and 

Julie Koochagian for going above and beyond 

her duties in the church office to help keep 

everything running smoothly. 
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Meadowkirk Needs You! 
 

Volunteers Needed 

to Make a Difference 

 

Need more information? Contact Ron Page at pagegolfer@cox.net 

Volunteers are the heart of Meadowkirk. Can you help us out, by giv-

ing time at our beautiful 358-acre site in Middleburg?  There is always 

plenty to do and you can give of your talents to help keep this place of 

grace and  peace beautiful. A few hours occasionally or on a regular 

basis can make a tremendous difference. Satisfaction guaranteed, plus our famous snickerdoodles! 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Need more information?  Contact Beth Shockley at  dshockley4@alm.com 

Routine Maintenance 

 Gardening 

Raking leaves 

Pruning 

Mowing 

Painting 

Minor repairs 

Trail maintenance 

Other 

Office Help 

Weekend Hosts 

Nature interpreters  

Specialists 

Landscaper 

Painter 

Mechanic 

Heavy equipment  

 operator 

Tractor operator 

Carpenter 

Electrician 

HVAC 

Plumber 

Team Leader 
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Help!  

 Interfaith Needs Your  

Donations! 

Items Needed: 

Tuna 

Peanut Butter 

Cereal  

Jelly 

Soup 

Mac & Cheese 

Prayers for Our Mission Partners 

 

 

The National Capital Presbytery Global 

Mission Network invites you to pray for 

our mission partners in Europe and Can-

ada and the churches who support them 

this month.   

 

For example, St. Mark supports teaching of business 

and economics as well as English to prison inmates in 

Lithuania.  Bradley Hills provides for training for work-

ers in a large orphanage in Romania.  Many NCP 

churches, including Trinity who sent Pentium com-

puters, are active in Tajikistan.   

 

For additional information, please take a moment to 

read the flyer on the Mission and Witness bulletin 

board which focuses on the specific mission activities 

in this part of the world by our NCP area churches. 

Sending Get-Well Wishes 
 

to Karen Werner, our Interim 

 Christian Education Director 

who has been hospitalized the  

last couple of weeks. 

If you would like to send a card to 

Karen, please call the church office   

Volunteer Needed 

to deliver LPC food  

contributions 

to Interfaith a couple times 

a month. 

Contact Kathi Stone if you can 

help. 

 

Job Announcement 

Church Secretary 
 

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 

in Purcellville is seeking to fill a 

25 hr. per week position of 

Church Secretary.  If interested, 

please call the Rev. Dave Milam 

at the church office: (540) 338-

4332. 
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